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tens and hundreds of thousands > and these pioneers were
busy training other workers to work by the new methods
that they had invented
For the ordinary citizen money pla\s much the same
part as it does anywhere else in the world He receives his
wages in mone-y, and he can spend this money in a shop or
put it in a savings bank until he wants it, or lend it to the
Government by buying a piece of paper enrolling him as a
subscriber to a Government loan and entitling him to a
certain amount of interest per year, as happens in our own
country if one puts one's money into Savings Bo$ds or into
the Post Office Savings Bank Similarly, collective farms
or co-operative groups of craftsmen or fishermen or hunters
are paid in money for what they sell to the Government or
to a factory canteen, and they m turn distribute this money
among their members or put it by in a collective savings-
account for future use, or buy something collectively with it
This monev is issued by the State Bank, which decides
how much it shall issue according to how much it estimates
will be needed each }ear to pay wages and salaries or make
payments to collective farmers Like other things this is
also included in the Plan Government bodies, industries.
State farms, etc, seldom use actual money among them-
selves they only draw money to pay wages to people
But they keep accounts with the State Bank, and when one
factory receives something from another, the Bank marks
up a debt against it in the books of the Bank Then when
this factory supplies finished goods to the trading organisa-
tion or the shops, it gets marked with a credit in the books
of the Bank to an amount equal to the value of these goods
Banks, therefore, exist as they do in other countries But
they are run by the Government, and what they do almost
entirely consists of an elaborate system of book-keeping
accounts between a lot of other branches of the Soviet
Government For individual people to deposit savings
and draw out cash from time to time as they need it, there
is the State Savings Bank, which has thousands of branches
and agencies all over the country